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Calendar of 2003 Good Neighbor Environmental Board Meetings
• February 18-19 Washington, DC.
• April 9-10 Deming, New Mexico
• July 30-31 Del Rio, Texas
• October 22-23 San Diego, California 

Border Environmental Forecast 2003 Expert Seminar Set for February 18 in Washington, D.C.
Good Neighbor will host a Border Environmental Forecast 2003 session on February 18, 2003, at the

Hotel Washington in Washington, D.C. The public is encouraged to attend. The three-hour expert seminar will
begin at 9:00 a.m. and conclude at noon.  In keeping with a similar session hosted last year, two panels of
border-region experts in the Washington, D.C. area will forecast the most pressing environmental challenges
the border region will face in the year ahead. Immediately following the seminar, a public comment session will
take place.

The Border Forecast 2003 seminar is one of three activities scheduled for February 18 th and 19th. 
During the afternoon of February 18 th, the Board will hold its annual Strategic Planning Session; a Road Map for
the year ahead and criteria for measuring its effectiveness are among the products to be developed.  The
following morning, February 19th, the Board will hold a routine business meeting.  Both of these activities also
are open to the public.  

Planning Under Way for Meetings in Deming, Del Rio, and San Diego
Planning committee conference calls already are taking place for all three of the Board’s border

community meetings scheduled for 2003.  The first meeting will take place in Deming, New Mexico on April 9th

and 10th.  This meeting has two themes: Groundwater and Innovative Environmental Technologies. Potential
speakers are being contacted and meeting site locations explored.   

Initial planning also is under way for the other two meetings scheduled for 2003: Del Rio, Texas, on
July 30th and 31st, and San Diego, California on October 22nd and 23rd.  The theme for the Del Rio meeting is
Environment/Economy. For the San Diego meeting, the theme is Binational Cooperation.

Board DFO Based in EPA Region 9 for Completion of Duties
Good Neighbor Designated Federal Officer (DFO) Elaine Koerner is now based in the EPA Region 9
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office in San Francisco through February while she completes her term of service to the Board.  She can be
reached at (415) 972-3437 or koerner.elaine@epa.gov . Her colleague, Oscar Carrillo, remains based in the
Office of Cooperative Environmental Management at EPA headquarters in Washington, D.C. at (202) 233-0072 or
carrillo.oscar@epa.gov .

***Note:  The items in the section below have
been cut-and-pasted and compiled from other
documents. Please check a primary source to
ensure complete accuracy.  Web sites may
have to be re-entered.***

• ADEQ - Governor-Elect Janet Napolitano has announced Patrick J. Cunningham as deputy director
of the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ).

• Air - SEMARNAT Secretary Lichtinger and EPA Administrator Whitman have signed a Border Air
Quality strategy that calls for development of appropriate pilot transboundary projects.  A report on
potential projects is scheduled to be made by April 1, 2003.

• BECC  - The following projects were presented during November 2002: Step 1: Solid waste
management for the Chica Tamaulipeca border; water conservation improvements in Hidalgo County,
Eagle Pass, and Edcouch,TX; wastewater treatment plants for Chamizal and Tierra Nueva, Ciudad
Juarez; water meter installation project in Brawley, CA; and water conservation improvements in
Imperial, CA.     Technical Assistance Requested: improvements to Elephant Butte, New Mexico
irrigation system to conserve Rio Grande  water; expansion of wastewater treatment plant in
Mercedes, TX.    Technical Assistance Approved: improvements to  Elephant Butte, New Mexico
irrigation system to conserve Rio Grande  water;  expansion of wastewater treatment plant in
Mercedes, TX.   In addition, on December 17 th at the BECC’s 34th Public Meeting of the Board, it
certified three infrastructure projects with an estimated cost of $36.5 million. The Cuidad Juarez
project will consist of paving heavily traveled residential dirt streets to improve air quality problems. 
The wastewater collection system in Gadsden will address human health and environmental problems. 
And in Agua Prieta, the funds will be used for asphalt and hydraulic paving.

• Border 2012  - The Draft Border 2012 Program Plan was introduced to the border community in a
series of meetings in October and November 2002.  Meetings were held in San Diego, Calexico, El
Cajon (CA), Tijuana (BC), Douglas, Yuma, Nogales, Sells (AZ), San Luis, Nogales (SON), Deming, Las
Cruces (NM), El Paso, Del Rio, Laredo, Alpine, Brownsville (TX), Ciudad Juarez (CHI), Ciudad Acuna
(C.A.), Nuevo Laredo (N. Leon) and Matamoros (TAM).  Audiences ranged from 20 to over 100 people .
Public input is being incorporated into a revised version of the draft plan, and officials hope to sign
the final document in spring 2003.

• Enforcement - The Environmental Law Institute has published “Strengthening U.S.-Mexico
Transboundary Environmental Enforcement: Legal Strategies for Preventing the Use of the Border as a
Shield Against Liability.”  See www.eli.org .

• EPA Strategic Plan - The Agency continues to work on a revised plan, which will be submitted to
the President and Congress in September 2003.  The revised mission statement: EPA’s mission is to
protect the environment and human health. In addition, strategic goals will be consolidated from 10 to
5: clean air; pure water; better protected land; healthy ecosystems and communities; and compliance
and environmental stewardship.

• IBWC  - The U.S. section of the IBWC has announced that January 7, 2003 is the application deadline
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Events Calendar

from the Good Neighbor Environmental

for community members interested in participating in the Colorado River Citizens’ Forum. See
www.ibwc.gov/PAO/public_affairs.HTM 

• NADBank - NADBank approved US$ 14million in loans for the communities of Tijuana, Baja California,
and San Benito, Texas, at its meeting in San Antonio Texas on December 5th.  According to its press
release, the institution has approved US$119.88 in project financing during the current calendar year,
nearly twice as much as last year.  Since its inception, it has approved US$474.25 million in loans and
grants for 52 infrastructure projects along the border. 

• NAFTA - The Commission on Environmental Cooperation (CEC) has issued a report called “Free
Trade and the Environment: The Picture Becomes Clearer” that describes resulting positive
environmental changes as well as areas of deterioration.  Among the findings: Some border
communities have suffered more air pollution.  Local infrastructure improvements haven’t kept pace
with expanded road freight transportation.  See www.cec.org/news .

• Resource Material - An English-language version of ‘Report on Environmental Conditions and
Natural Resrouces on Mexico’s Northern Border” is now available.  The report originally was published
in Spanish in 1999 by the Mexican government’s Instituto Nacional de Ecologia (INE). See
http://americaspolicy.org/rep-envt/

• Water - EPA has announced that it is proposing to withdraw the July 2000 final rule that revised the
Agency’s Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) program under the Clean Water Act.  It will continue to
implement the existing TMDL program.

Please check a primary source for accuracy.
Events specific to border region are in
bold. Web sites may have to be re-entered.  Please
notify Editor of changes.*** 

Jan 9-10 Local Officials Border Policy Forum, Rio Rico, AZ
Jan 9-10 Transboundary Law Enforcement Workshop, Washington, D.C. Sponsored by CEC. 
Jan 14-16 Homeland Defense/Security Training Conference: Regional, State, and Local

Strategies, Colorado Springs, CO.  Contact: 703-807-2027.
Jan 27-30 Air Quality & Global Climate Change Sixth Annual EPA, DOE, EPRI, EEI and A&WMA

joint conference, Tucson, AZ. See www.euec.com
FEB 18-19 GOOD NEIGHBOR ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD MEETING, WASHINGTON, D.C.
Feb 27-28 CLE International Border Environmental Law Conference, Tempe, AZ
Mar 3-5 U.S.-Mexico Border Counties Coalition meeting, Washington, D.C. 
Mar 4-5 International Forum on Regional Haze, hosted by Central Regional Air Planning

Association, El Paso, Texas.  See: www.cenrap.org/meetings 
Mar 31-Apr2 2003 Texas Solid Waste Association of North America Annual Conference, El Paso,

TX. See www.SWANA.org .
APR 9-10  GOOD NEIGHBOR ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD MEETING, DEMING, N.M.
Apr 9-12 Association for Borderland Studies annual meeting, Las Vegas, NEV
Apr 28-30 Border Institute V; State of the Border Environment and Health of Its Peoples:

Indicators of Progress, 1990-2020, Rio Rico, AZ. See www.scerp.org
Mar 16-23 Third World Water Forum, Kyoto, Shiga, and Osaka, Japan. www.worldwaterforum.org
May 15-17 Encuentro Fronterizo Conference, Tijuana, Baja California.

www.encuentrofronterizo.org
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May 27-30 61st U.S.-Mexico Border Health Association Annual Mtg., San Diego, CA. See
www.usmbha.org .

June Border Governors Conference, Chihuahua, Chih., MX. See: www.bordergovernors.com
June 24-25 CEC Annual Council Session, Washington, D.C. 
July  30-31 GOOD NEIGHBOR ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD MEETING, DEL RIO, TX.
July 30 - Aug 1 Conference: Water Security in the 21st Century, Washington, D.C. Contact:

mskerly@siu.edu
GOOD NEIGHBOR ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD MEETING

###

Editor: Elaine Koerner, Designated Federal Officer,  Good Neighbor Environmental Board (415)972-
3437 )


